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I have clarified the patterns of Japanese residency by reference to empirical data.
Japanese residents are quite visible in terms of their ethnicity in Australian metropolises.
In Melbourne, upon arrival, many will settle in middle-class suburbs, but usually they
are dispersed across the metropolitan area. As corporate sojourners they tend to follow
the residential trends of wealthy Melbournians, and take the initiative in forming
Japanese-oriented organisations, such as the Japanese clubs and schools, within the
Melbourne region. These Japanese sojourners, middle-class suburbanites living in inner
areas and middle rings, form a definite sub-cultural group in Australia. This study
proposes to provide a close examination of foreign residency in its temporary and/or
permanent forms in Australia. In Australia there is a long-term discernible pattern of
sojourning - temporary movement related to residence and this is an important part of the
country's economy and culture. Although the number of Japanese settlers has been
increasing, there have been numbers of return migrants. In terms of the establishment of
ethnic organisations, such as Japanese Chambers Commerce and Industry, and full-time
Japanese schools, it is the sojourners who have initiated these endeavours . It was
found that the Japanese sojourner community does not have clear ethnic boundaries in
any geographical sense, but instead it is involved in the building of an organisational
network and it is this which is the leading characteristic of Japanese ethnicity in
Melbourne. In other words, a new type of urban ethnic community can be found in this
style of organisational networking.

(BF 725 R @ O—HEZHF “Frames for the research into Japanese migration.”)
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On the ongoing global migration process, various metropolitan areas have already
experienced ethnically-oriented social changes. In fact, metropolitan centres of highly
industrialised countries, and later newly industrialising economies, embrace
sub-population of foreign residents, including business expatriates, migrant workers, and
many other types of sojourners and settlers. Some groups or organisations which are
chiefly consisted of the compatriots of the same ethnics are quite visible in metropolitan
centres: Some can be performed as an affluent class or equal status stranger, while others
are under-privileged class in socio-political ways when compared to host majorities.
How do they relate to the host metropolitan communities, otherwise what kind of
practices and new departures do they bring? Are they influential actors to develop the
host doctrines or host urban life? This session is interested in empirical work of any
ethnic organisations whose movements, activities, or disciplines have some effects upon
the host community lives.
(BF 22 %& & @ “Impact of Ethnic Organisations on the Urban Life”Jl9)
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In Japan, the metropolitan areas outward residential movements have dramatically
taken place, with depopulation of inner-city areas. As mentioned previously, in
several loops of Tokyo, the decline of living spaces as well as vanishing night-time
population have demonstrated such serious inner-city predicaments as community
abandonment. But afterwards, re-urbanisation has taken place with the increase in
the population of several inner cities. Since the late 1980s, the urban theory has been
deliberated in a variety of fields, namely, metropolitan Tokyo which has become a
principal subject matter of investigation for understanding the contemporary
metropolis. At the same time, various researches into ethnic communities in inner
cities have been conducted by sociologists. It is now essential to acknowledge that
the development of inner-city paradigms must refer to wide-ranging and stratified
community networks, including foreign residents, to cope with the multicultural inner
suburbia.

(B 7% 5% & O “Growing Diversity in the Heart: A Case of Tokyo’s Inner Suburbia.”kv)
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@ Keynote speaker, “Frames for the research into Japanese migration.” at the Book launch
session on The sojourner community: Japanese migration and residency in Australia
(Brill, 2007) by Tetsuo Mizukami, on 6 September 2007, at the Japanese Studies

Centre, Melbourne, Australia.

@ Session Organiser, “Impact of Ethnic Organisations on the Urban Life” at Research
Committee 21 (RC21) on Sociology of Urban and Regional Development of the
International Sociological Association, URBAN JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABILITY,

On 22-25 August 2007, at the University of Columbia, Vancouver, Canada.

Session Organiser, “Towards an Era of Global Migration.” At INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM ON THE HUMAN MIGRATION AND ACCULTURATION IN THE
PACIFIC RIM, on July 13 -16, 2007, at Niiza Campus, Rikkyo University.

Oral Presentation, ”The Changing Roles of Civic Organisation’s Support for the
Settlement of Foreigners in Japan” at Minpaku Meeting, on 28 January 2007, at

Komazawa University.




